
Completion of the Louisiana 
Master Farmer Program 

consists of three phases. 

Phase 1 
Classroom instruction on 

environmental stewardship 
related to water quality 

regulations, conservation 
planning and practices and 

USDA Farm Bill conservation 
funding.

Phase 2 
Attendance at Model Farm 

Field Days, which include on-
farm viewing of implemented, 

commodity-specifi c 
conservation practices. 

Phase 3 
Development and 

implementation of a farm-
specifi c comprehensive 

conservation plan.

Most participants fi nd Phase 3 
of the program to be the most 
challenging.  

Phase 3 consists of requesting, 
developing, and implementing a 
comprehensive conservation plan 
or Resource Management System 
(RMS) for the participant’s entire 
farming operation through the Natural 
Resources Conservation Service 
(NRCS).  

Many variables determine how long 
it takes to complete this phase.  
Some of these include the size of the 
operation and the resource problems 
that exist on the farm, whether the 
land is rented or owned, fi nances, and 
conservation and farming goals.  In 
order to request this plan, a producer 
contacts the local NRCS offi ce and 
requests assistance in developing an 
RMS plan.  

The Louisiana 
Master Farmer 
Program is a 
partnership effort 
between the 
LSU AgCenter, 
the Natural 
Resources 
Conservation 
Service, 
Louisiana 
Department 
of Agriculture 
and Forestry, 
Louisiana 
Cattleman’s 
Association 
and Louisiana 
Farm Bureau 
Federation. 

Upon completion of the 
Louisiana Master Farmer 

Program, producers 
can be certifi ed by the 

Louisiana Commissioner of 
Agriculture in environmental 

stewardship.

Financial Assistance is Available to Implement 
Master Farmer Participant Conservation Plans

a.  Request Conservation Planning Assistance

of Implementing
 (and Funding)

 a Conservation Plan

The technical assistance needed to 
develop the RMS level plan is provided 
by NRCS at no cost to the applicant.  A 
resource inventory is conducted on the 
farming operation, resource problems 
are identifi ed and the participant is 
provided with information on various 

conservation practices that could be used 
to solve the resource problems identifi ed.  
The participant then selects the set of 
conservation practices that best fi t his/
her conservation and farming goals and 
fi nancial situation. 

b.  Work With NRCS to Develop a Conservation Plan

Costs of implementing the 
conservation practices selected are 
often an important consideration 
in scheduling completion of 
implementation of the participant’s 
conservation plan.  NRCS, working 

with the LSU AgCenter, has made 
provisions for helping Master Farmer 
Program participants with fi nancial 
assistance to implement their RMS 
plans through the Environmental 
Quality Incentives Program (EQIP).

c.  Apply for Financial Assistance Through EQIP

See reverse side for EQIP fi nancial incentives.
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Option 1
The Environmental Quality Incentives Program is a Farm Bill 
conservation program available to producers that provides 
fi nancial assistance to help offset the cost of implementing 
conservation practices on the participant’s land.  

Producers apply for this assistance at their local Natural 
Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) offi ce.  

Applications are ranked and compete based on the 
conservation benefi ts to be achieved through the practices 
they intend to implement.  

Participants in the Louisiana Master Farmer Program who 
have completed at least one phase of the program are given 
extra points during the ranking process on their applications 
for regular EQIP fi nancial assistance.  

These extra points will increase the possibility of the applicant 
being selected to obtain fi nancial assistance under EQIP to 
implement conservation practices.

Option 2 
Louisiana Master Farmer Program Participants are eligible 
to apply for fi nancial assistance through the Cooperative 
Conservation Partnership Initiative (CCPI) effort between 
the LSU AgCenter and the Natural Resources Conservation 
Service.  

Through this initiative, producers who are willing to implement  
conservation practices identifi ed as needed in their RMS 
conservation plan may participate in a special Environmental 
Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) opportunity.  

Under this option NRCS will provide a higher fi nancial 
assistance payment for implementing conservation 
practices than under the regular EQIP program.  In addition, 
applicants will only compete for selection for funding with 
other Louisiana Master Farmer Program participants who 
have completed conservation plan development and want to 
implement their RMS plan.  

The opportunity to participate in this special EQIP option 
is also extended to any currently Certifi ed Master Farmer 
who has identifi ed additional resource problems in their 
farming operation that need to be addressed or has acquired 
additional land that they want to include in their RMS plan in 
order to maintain their Master Farmer certifi cation. 

Contact 
Ernest Girouard
LSU AgCenter
Coordinator, Louisiana Master Farmer Program
(337) 856-3986
egirouard@agcenter.lsu.edu

or your local offi ce of the Natural Resources Conservation Service.

Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP )

Financial Incentives  2 options

of Implementing
 (and Funding)

 a Conservation Plan
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For More Information

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, 
sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or a part of an individual’s income is 
derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program 
information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). To fi le a complaint of discrimination write to USDA, Director, 
Offi  ce of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410 or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider 
and employer.


